'op@7 15:13 2822198918 NPS PUBLICK AFFAIRS ey

Mational Park Service Nattonal Capital Region Dspartmant of the Interior
U.S. Deparirnent of the interior Office of Communications Natonal Perk Service
Washington, D.C. 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242
202961907400 phone
202061907302 fax

Office of Communications News Release fi,/oc 724/

Release Date: Tuesday, October 30, 2007 D“ﬁﬁﬁﬂé y
For Immediate Release
Biil Line, Toni Braxion 202 619-7400; David Barna 202-208-6843

National Park Service Explores Methods to Make Replica of Washington
Monument Capstone Visible From All Angles

Washington, D.C. — In recent days, it has been brought to the National Park Service's attention that a
replica aluminum capstone representing the top of the Washington Monument that is on display on the
Meonument’s 490-foot level has not been fully visible to the public.

As a result, the Nationa!l Park Service is exploring methods to make the replica capstone visually
accessibie from all angles so that ail visitors may be able to see and read both the replica capstone and any
related interpretive material in display cases that would be situated near the replica capstone.

Currently, the replica capstone is oriented in a display case on the 490-foot level to mirror the position of
the actual aluminum capstone sitting outside and on tep of the 555-foot, 1/8-inch obelisk. In its current
position, this replica aluminum capstone is visible on three sides, with the fourth side currently not visible
to visitors.

Additionally, the National Park Service will provide new interpretive information that will feature all of
the capstone inscriptions in full, giving visitors the opportuniry to fully understand the display.

“We appreciate this information being brought to our attention and we agree that the public shouid be
able to learn as much as possible about the monument.” said National Mall & Memorial Parks
Superintendent Peggy O'Dell. “This was clearly an oversight in this exhibit and we will take measures
so all visitors are able to see this exhibit.”
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Tha Naticnal Park Service cares for special places saved by the American peopia so that all may expamnﬁqﬂfj;ijga.




